
Sunday Sermon Review : Week of August 22nd, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
Speaker : Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker Question

● Have you ever lost or misplaced something that was super important
to you? How did you react? When you found it, how did you feel?

Session 1 Suggested Questions

● Which character in the story do you relate to more:

○ Are you like the younger brother - spoiled, taking for granted the
blessings of God?

○ Are you like the older brother - envious of others getting
blessed, and feeling like you have to earn God’s grace?

○ Do you have the heart of the loving father - compassionate,
kind, and quick to forgive - seeking those who are far from the
family?

● Describe a time when you asked for something before you “deserved”
it and later regretted it.

● If you were the prodigal son at a point in your life, how did you return
back to God?

● Have you ever gotten jealous because someone got something that
you wanted or was treated better than you? How do we turn our
thoughts and feelings around so that we can celebrate instead of
being jealous?

● What mistakes in your life do you believe are unforgivable? What
makes you believe that God would not forgive you for this?



● What was your life like living without God compared to living with
God?

● How have you tried to earn your way to God? How have you tried to
earn your way to a comfortable life?

● What does true repentance look like to you? What is keeping you from
truly repenting and running back to God?

Act On It
Encourage: Despite what’s happened in our past, God is willing to forgive
and restore us. When we’re ready to come back home, He’s ready to
welcome us with open arms and a party. If God can forgive like that, why
can’t we? As followers of Christ, the same heart our Loving Father has for
us - a heart of forgiveness, grace, and compassion - we get to extend to
others. And we don’t have to work for it! God loves us so much, we don’t
have to be perfect and we don’t have to figure it all out before we receive
His gift of eternal living. Be encouraged to move out of the mindset that we
have to earn our gifts from God and move into building a relationship with
Him. The ultimate sacrifice has been made on our behalf. Celebrate the
blessings you have received by sharing it with others. Let’s be willing to
yearn for those far from Christ just like God yearns from us when we’re
away.

Ask: Ask God to show you which character in the story that you’re
resembling right now. Pray and repent for the things from God that you
have taken for granted. Pray to be released from religious routines so you
can experience the freedom in living a life with God instead of feeling like
you have to earn your way. Pray for peace and comfort in knowing God
loves you no matter what, and ask God to give you that same heart so you
can extend that same grace and forgiveness to others. Finally, pray for eyes



to see those who are far from Christ and for God to use you to pursue them
and welcome them home.

Challenge: Think of people in your life who need to know that God loves
them and is waiting to welcome them into His presence with open arms
and a celebration! Connect with them for coffee or a meal this week so you
can give them this good news!

Prayer Request
Lord, we’re so thankful that you have no limits. There is no distance that we
could go where your love can’t reach us. Through your love and by taking
our place on the cross, you came and set us free from the things that
separate us from you. Thank you for waiting, with open arms, for those who
are lost to welcome them home. Lord, we repent and ask your forgiveness
for the times where we were blind to your love and sought ways outside of
what you desire for us. We repent for the times where we thought that we
had to work to be in your presence and completely missed your heart to be
in relationship with us. Thank you for never giving up on us. Remind us of
your love, grace, and forgiveness so we can share it with others who are far
from you. Give us a heart that yearns for the lost. Remove any obstacles
currently in our lives that keeps us from sharing your good news with
others. Place us where you can use us to help bring others home to you.
Thank you for your goodness and your love. Amen.



Sunday Sermon Review : Week of August 29th, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)
Speaker : Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker Question

●

Session 2 Suggested Questions

Kristi’s Questions:

● Looking from the perspective of the man who was attacked, who had
the biggest impact on him as far as trust and faith go? Was it the
robber, the “holy” priest, the Levite who he most likely had the most in
common with or the man from the “bad town” who actually physically
helped him? What do you think the injured man was thinking about
when the good Samaritan helped him out?

● If you are overwhelmed of the idea of a mission trip or helping out
somewhere in the community because you don’t know what to say or
don’t know what to do, does it help to know that all someone in need
needs is your act of kindness? You don’t have to have a religious
education or have things in common with people, you just have to
help people where they are at.

Zach’s Questions

● Who is someone you’ve told yourself that you could never love?
Someone whom you may have made into an enemy or outsider in
your life?

● Who do you truly act neighborly to in your life?

● Refer back to Matthew 5:43-48. How do your actions measure up to
the call Jesus has for you?



● If you treated your enemy like your family, how would things change?

● How would this new charge toward them change you?

Challenge Questions from the Bentons:

1)    In the past, have you been a robber? You’ve used your words to hurt
people and take what is not yours. You’ve lived with the attitude that what
belongs to others is yours and you will take it for self-gain at all costs?
2)    Are you a religious priest or a Levite? You’ve been caught up in doing
good and serving God that you’ve forgotten to serve the hurting and lost?
You’ve looked and worked the part but you’ve overlooked the marginalized
and unknowingly your attitude has shifted towards what’s mine is mine and
I will keep it.
3)    Are you the Samaritan man, who was willing to cross over the road to
help the wounded? You have come to the realization that you are God’s
currency and he can use you at his pleasure. You give what’s yours to
others.
4) There will always be a cost to serving others. Sometimes it’s simple
and other times it will stretch us. For the Samaritan man, serving someone
cost him his time, his money, and his resources. He had to give up HIS
SEAT  on HIS ANIMAL and walk the rest of the way to town. What about
you? What’s stopping you from serving someone? Is it your time? Is it your
finances? Is it your resources? Is it the thing that was always rightfully
yours?  Whatever it is, we must remember that when it comes to serving
others, like the Samaritan man, it will cost us something.
5) Pray and ask God, “Who in my life do you want me to serve?” This could
be a family member. Maybe it’s someone at work. This can be someone
who has a different faith from yours or maybe it’s someone in passing as
you’re running an errand. Trust and know that God will reveal the answer
and be obedient.

Act On It



Encourage:

Ask:

Challenge:

Prayer Request and Prayer

Sunday Sermon Review : Week of September 5th, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Counting the Cost (Luke 14:25-33)
Speaker : Pastor Wayne Francis

Icebreaker Question

●

Session 3 Suggested Questions

Kristi’s Questions:

● Can others tell what you have given up when you became a believer?

● Do people who know you know what your priorities are? Are your
actions showing where your beliefs are? Are your actions speaking
louder than your words in reflecting what your faith, priorities, and
sacrifices are?

Zach’s Questions

● How much do you love God?



● How is it difficult t o love an invisible God over your family that’s
before your eyes daily?

● Who do you think he calls us to love him over our family?

● After loving God, how have you loved others differently?

● What has it cost you to follow God? What have you gained? If you
haven’t lost anything, ask yourself, “Am I truly following or just saying
the words ‘I believe in Jesus.’” Remember that James 2:19 tells us
that even demons believe in God, how much do you truly believe?

Challenge Questions from the Smalleys:

1)    If you’ve said yes to following Jesus,  what areas of your life do you still
need to surrender to really go ALL IN?
2)    What has it cost you to follow Jesus?
3)    What makes it so difficult for you personally to go ALL IN?
4)    If someone looked at your life, would they be able to tell that you’re a
follower of Jesus?

Act On It
Encourage:

Ask:

Challenge:

Prayer Request and Prayer



Sunday Sermon Review : Week of September 12th, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Parable of the Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:1-9)
Speaker : Pastor Wayne Francis

Icebreaker Question

●



Session 4 Suggested Questions

Kristi’s Questions:

● Do you identify more with the owner of the vineyard, the fig tree, the
man who takes care of the vineyard? Why is that?

● Do we all bear fruit immediately when we accept Christ?

● If someone isn’t producing fruit right away, should we turn away from
them? Are they less worthy of attention? Why might a new believer
have trouble producing fruit right away?

● What kind of care might a new believer need so that they can produce
fruit of the spirit?

● Have you ever stood up for someone who needed a little extra help?

● Has anyone defended you as you change your life as a believer? How
did that make you feel?

Zach’s Questions

● How can it be difficult to keep working at something when there
seems to be no reward or progress at times?

● Has there beena time when you planted a seed and did not see its
fruit until much later in the future?

● Let’s read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. What race are you running?

● How can you continue to discipline yourself to produce good fruit?

● What fruit are you currently producing? What fruit do others say you
are producing?

Challenge Questions from the Jensens:

Faithful in:
On Sundays



Attending our Small Groups - Give God 6 weeks of this series in your
small groups and stay committed throughout the year

Take your next Steps by attending our Next Steps Class and start
serving on our…

Dream Team (serving)
Be faithful in prayer
Be faithful in reading scripture
Be faithful in Generosity

Act On It
Encourage:

Ask:

Challenge:

Prayer Request and Prayer



Sunday Sermon Review : Week of September 19th, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13)
Speaker : Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker Question

●

Session 5 Suggested Questions

Kristi’s Questions:

● Who is the bridegroom?

● The 10 bridesmaids went out to meet the bridegroom, are you trying
to meet with Jesus daily?

● What does it mean to be prepared? Would you be ready? Ready how?

● What do you think this parable tells you about resting? Do you think
you should rest before your work is done or afterwards? Do you think
the bridegroom might have delayed his arrival so the ladies could rest
for a while and then enjoy their time with him more? They went into a
wedding banquet, I think it sounds like Jesus was ready to have some
fun and would enjoy us at our best.

Zach’s Questions

● How do you define a healthy working relationship?

● How is your relationship with God?

● If you were an outsider looking into your relationship with God, would
you say that it was one-sided or would it be clear that each party
loves one another, made time for each other, and valued the other
over anything?



● If you were to die today, and come face-to-face with God, would He
say, “Welcome my child,” or respond with, “I never knew you”?

● What changes do you need to make to deepen your relationship with
God starting today?

Challenge Questions from the Bentons:

1)    Do you have a relationship with Jesus? Jesus didn’t die for religion, he
died for relationship. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not
a result of works…” In other words, our relationship with God is through
Faith of our own. We can’t have a relationship with Jesus simply because
our parents have one, an extended relative or through a friend. Every person
is responsible for his or her own walk with God. Our relationship with Jesus
comes from a faith of our own. And the best part is, you don’t have to work
for it or earn it, you simply accept it.
2)    Are you prepared? Have you ever thought to yourself if Jesus came
back today, would you be ready? The foolish bridesmaids weren’t ready for
the bridegroom's return because they weren’t prepared. What about you?
What’s keeping you from staying prepared with Jesus? Is it your reading
life? Is it your prayer life? Is it the people you’re hanging out with? Our
spiritual preparation and walk with God cannot be bought or borrowed at
the last minute. Our relationship with God must be our own.

Act On It
Encourage:

Ask:

Challenge:



Prayer Request and Prayer

Sunday Sermon Review : Week of September 26th, 2021
Sermon Series : Parable Church
Sermon : Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24)
Speaker : Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker Question

●

Session 6 Suggested Questions

Kristi’s Questions:

● Have you ever used “God” and “party” in the same sentence? God
wants to have a good time with us! Have you thought about God
having a fun and playful side? What do you think the party will look
like?

● Have you ever been the party pooper at church? Why is this attitude
wrong? How do you change your attitude and turn that frown upside
down?



● How would your outlook change if you greeted everyone like the guy
from Cheddars?

● What would your day look like if you treated your Bible time like you
were at a banquet with Jesus?

● Do you think God gets angry when people refuse his invitation to the
Kingdom as well as an invitation to spend time with him?

Zach’s Questions

● What is the most exciting thing you’ve ever done in life? Who did you
tell afterwards?

● Why is telling others so daunting?

● Try telling your best friend who may not know God or even sharing
wins when God was there for you with friends who may know God.

● Who first told you about God, Jesus and salvation? How did they do
it? Why did it stand out to you?

● How can you tell others? Practice sharing Jesus with others in your
small group.

Challenge Questions from the Smalleys:

1)    Have you personally accepted God’s invitation to join the Kingdom? Or
are you making excuses for why you can’t come?
2)    What does it look like to live a life of invitation?
3) What stops you from inviting people to the party (God’s kingdom)?
4) Have you ever experienced a party pooper in the church? What effect
did that have on you?
5) Who is someone this week that you can invite? Pray and ask the Holy
Spirit to give you boldness?

Act On It
Encourage:



Ask:

Challenge:

Prayer Request and Prayer


