
Sunday Sermon Review : Week of January 15th, 2023
Sermon Series : Pray First
Sermon : A Prayer Like Jabez (1 Chronicles 4)
Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker

● If you won the lottery today, what could you do for the kingdom of
God?

Discussion Questions

Introduction

Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother called his name
Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.” Jabez called upon the God of
Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my border, and that
your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from harm so that
it might not bring me pain!” And God granted what he asked. (1 Chronicles
4:9-10)

For you bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover him with favor as with a
shield. (Psalm. 5:12)

Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as
your soul prospers. (3John 1:2 NKJV)

I will bless you... and you will be a blessing to others. (Genesis 12:2)

● Notice the end of this passage, the text says, “God granted what
Jabez prayed!”  What is causing you pain in your life today?  What if
God granted your prayer and removed that pain from your life?

● The fact that Jabez had his prayer answered means that this is a
prayer that moves God’s Heart towards us when we pray it! Read
Psalm 37:4. How can you pray in a way that you know God will
answer you?

● In what way do you approach God in prayer now?



Pray for God’s Blessing

Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me…”

● The word “bless” means – to impart supernatural favor from God. To
ask for blessing means to ask that God would bless you by making
you BETTER than you are now.  What if you prayed, “God, I want you to
make me better than I am.” every day this week?  What do you think
would happen in your life?

● Do you feel deserving of blessings from God? Why or why not? Does
it feel weird praying for blessings for yourself?

● Pastor Mike encouraged us to pray for blessings in every area: In your
relationships, in your health, in your emotions, at your job, in your
finances. Where do you think God might want to bless you in your
life?

● Have your prayers been more about how you can relieve the stress in
your life or about how you can bless others?

● How can we stay humble as we pray for blessings in our life? Why is
this important?

● What does it mean to be righteous? How is it different from
arrogance and entitlement?

● Do you believe things happen in your life by coincidence or by
blessings? Why the difference?

● In what ways are you sharing your blessings with others? If not, how
can you start?

Pray for Godly Influence

Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me and
enlarge my border…

But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence among you
may be greatly enlarged, so that we may preach the gospel in lands beyond
you… (2 Corinthians 10:15-16)

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be glory (Ephesians



3:20)

● What do you think Jabez meant when he asked for his territory to be
enlarged? Was he speaking about land or something else? What
would it mean to you for God to enlarge your territory?

● Who is your main influencer and how are they influencing you?

● When you’re blessed, you become an influencer. How does that make
you feel? Does that change anything you’re doing or asking for now?

● What does it mean to you to be an influencer? Do you see yourself as
an influencer? What are you influencing right now?

● What would it look like to have your territory or influence enlarged in
this community? How much more could you reach people for God?
What could you accomplish with God’s power and for Him instead of
on your own?

● If you get that next step in life or the blessing you’ve been praying for,
how can you ensure that your faith doesn’t change?

● Do you take the credit for things that God does? As an influencer, how
can you make sure to give God the glory instead of taking it for
yourself?

Pray for God’s Presence

Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “…and that your hand might be
with me…

Acts 11.21 - And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number
who believed turned to the Lord. (Acts 11:21)

Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but
our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers
of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life. (2 Corinthians 3:5-6)

● Where does your competence come from?

● What does “that your hand might be with me” mean? What does it
mean to you?



● Think about the image of having God’s hand with you. How does it
make you feel? Do you run to God for affirmation or do you seek it
from somewhere else? Explain.

● We’re not doing this for us, but we’re not doing this without the Lord
either.  We need to not only WALK WITH GOD’S PRESENCE, but that
we walk with GOD’S ANOINTING and POWER!  How would you ask
God for that?

● Pray this: “Lord, anoint me because what you’ve called me to is too
big for me. I need MORE OF YOU in order to be who you’ve called me
to be!”  Now, pay attention and see the blessings of God.  What areas
of your life need more of God?

● Where do you allow God’s presence in your life? What areas do you
limit his presence or influence? Why?

Pray for God’s Protection

Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, “…that you would keep me from
harm so that it might not bring me pain!”

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour. (1 Peter 5:8)

O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying
of my soul, “There is no salvation for him in God. Selah

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head.
(Psalm 3:1-3)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. (Romans
8:35-37)

● If you pray for and believe God for his BLESSING, his INFLUENCE, and
HIS PRESENCE, you better count on the fact that the enemy will come
against you! Where is the enemy coming against you right now?

● Why do we need to pray for protection?

● Do you feel like you’re a threat to the enemy? Why or why not?



● Have you ever come under attack for something you were doing for
God?

● Is that just physical harm or are there other things that could harm us
that we need protection from? What do you think?

Now What?
Encouragement: Jabez teaches us the kind of prayer that God wants to
answer, the kind of prayer that moves God’s heart toward us when we pray
it. In addition to the Lord’s Prayer, God wants us to pray for His blessing,
influence, presence, and protection. God wants to bless you because He
wants you to be a blessing to others, for Him. And as He blesses you and
you start blessing others, you’ll start making a difference. Pray for God to
be your influence as you influence others. Pray for God’s presence as you
start to influence others for the kingdom because you can’t do it alone. And
finally, pray for His protection because as you start making a difference for
God, the enemy will try to come against you. These are the types of prayers
that God wants to answer.

Ask: Where do you need God’s blessing in your life? How has God blessed
you now and how can you share that with others? As a Christ follower, do
you understand your influence? How are you influencing others to the
kingdom of God? How can you do it better? Do you allow God’s presence in
all areas of your life or just some? Why? Where would God’s presence make
a difference for you? Are you in a battle with the enemy right now? Where
do you need God’s protection? How are you going to change your prayer life
so that you can bless others?

Challenge: Now that you have your spot, slot, and strategy, in addition to
the Lord’s Prayer, pray everyday this week: “Lord, bless me to be a blessing!
Grow me in influence for your sake! Lord, be ever present with me, all
Powerful in me! And Lord, strengthen me and rescue me from every attack
of the enemy! I have your protection and I have victory in Jesus’ Name!”



Pay attention to the ways God has blessed and will bless you this week.
How can you use this to help others?

Getting insight from people who care for you spiritually is always helpful.
Ask someone this week how they see God's blessing on your life, how they
see you influencing others, where they see God’s presence in your life, and
where they see that you need protection from the enemy.

Closing Prayer
God, we thank you for all of the ways that we’re learning how to pray. Thank
you for showing us how to pray in a way that aligns our hearts with yours.
Thank you for getting rid of any old thoughts and ways of prayer that have
become routine to us and giving us a new, reignited, passionate prayer life.
We pray for your blessing, not to have things or a certain status. Bless us to
be a blessing to the people around us. Bless us and use us as you need.
Help us grow our godly influence. As we start being a blessing to others,
help us make sure that you get the glory, not us. We can do nothing in our
strength, but in you, anything is possible. We pray for your presence to be
with us in everything. We pray for your presence at home, at work, at the
gym, with friends, wherever we go, send your hand with us. And Lord, as we
grow as difference makers, protect us. We know that the enemy does not
like when we live for you, so protect us against any attacks that come as
we grow closer to you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Sunday Sermon Review : Week of January 8th, 2023
Sermon Series : Pray First
Sermon : A Practical Plan for a “Pray First” Year (Daniel 6, Matthew 6)
Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker

● Are you comfortable leading a group in prayer, or do you secretly hope
someone else will do it? Why?

Discussion Questions

Introduction

When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house
where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got
down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his
God, as he had done previously. (Daniel 6:10)

● Pastor Mike explained that prayer is simply communicating with God,
an opportunity to build a relationship with the Lord. Is this how prayer
was previously explained to you? If not, what were your previous
thoughts about prayer?

● What does your prayer life look like? How often do you turn to God in
prayer?

● Do you have the same level of interaction with God that you have with
others?

● God bends down like a good father bends to hear his child speak.  It
doesn’t matter what you have to say to him or how you say it. He
loves listening to you pray to Him, just like a father loves to listen to
his own child.  He loves to just listen to you talk to Him and tell you
about your day and is never distracted. Knowing this, what will you
pray to God about?

● God loves it when you pray! He’s way less concerned with how you
say perfect things than He is concerned that you pray to a perfect
God! What obstacle or excuse have you been using to keep you from



praying?  What would happen in your life if you dropped those
excuses and start to pray more?

● In Daniel 6:10, we see Daniel continue to practice his SPOT, SLOT,
STRATEGY of prayer, even while knowing that doing so violated the
law and could result in his own death.  If Daniel could do this with
such conviction, why don’t we?

● Is prayer important to you? If you said that time is a reason you don't
pray and you always find time for what’s important to you, then why is
prayer not important enough to make time for? Are you ready to
prioritize it?

Find a Spot

● You need to FIND A SPOT to call your prayer spot!  You don’t need a
mountaintop or anything fancy.  Maybe it’s your desk at work, a place
in your house, a chair in your basement.  It’s about finding a place
where you can be in the right frame of mind to talk to God.  Where is
your “spot” for prayer?

● How do you protect your space so that you’re not interrupted in your
prayer time?

● What interruptions or distractions do you need to silence so that you
can have your time?

Pick a Slot

● What does God have to do to deserve a slot in your daily routine? Why
does He have to earn it?

● Make a LITERAL APPOINTMENT with God! And KEEP IT!  It doesn’t
matter when.  Just set aside a time.  Maybe even set an alarm on
your phone to remind you.  What time works for you?

● What things do you consider when deciding what time slot works
best for you? (i.e. work hours, cooking dinner, etc)

● It doesn’t matter if it’s 10 minutes or 2 hours, God loves to spend time
with you. There is no time requirement. Are you aware of the amount
of time you need to feel fulfilled?



Work a Strategy

Pray then like this:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be  your name. Your kingdom come, your will
be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13)

Model of Prayer

Reverence: Our Father in heaven.

Worship: Hallowed be your name.

Submission: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

Provision: Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgiveness: Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Protection: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Praise: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

● What does your prayer strategy look like now? Does it include any of
the above elements?

● Could you develop a strategy to pray like this for the next seven days?
What do you think that would do in your life?

● What is reverence and how do you do it?

● What’s your favorite name for God and why?

● Describe submission for prayer.

● Is provision all about stuff? What else can we ask God to provide us?

● What do you feel like you need to be forgiven for? Who do you need to
forgive?

● What are the different ways we can praise God?



● What is the difference between reverence and praise?

Now What?
Encouragement: God loves when we pray. When we pray, we bring our heart
to God. We bring our lives to God so that we can be aligned with His will.
Prayer is our invitation to be in relationship with the Lord of our lives. It
doesn’t have to be complicated, but we do need to make a plan. Just like
with everything else, if you don’t make a plan or prepare for interruptions, it
won’t happen. If we’re going to lead a God first year, prayer has to become a
priority. Make a spot, a slot, and a strategy and protect your time with God.
If your spot or time slot gets interrupted, don’t feel like you lost your
opportunity to pray. Find time in another part of your day or even
throughout your day to spend time with God. Whether it’s two minutes or
two hours out of your day, God will take it and will rejoice for it. He loves
you, and He’s already made you first. So today, make the decision to put
Him first and make this year the best year of your prayer life yet.

Ask: What does your prayer life look like now? Do you understand the
importance of prayer? What are some old ideas or misconceptions that you
need to let go about prayer? Are there any barriers in your prayer life? Do
you need to switch it up? Which of the three (spot, slot, strategy) will be the
hardest for you to implement? What do you need to take to God in prayer
right now and why haven’t you done it yet? What excites you the most about
this fresh start in prayer? What will be the most challenging?

Challenge:

Commit to one week:
Find your SPOT to pray. Decide on a location today.
Pick your SLOT to pray. Set an alarm on your phone and follow it.
Follow Jesus’ STRATEGY to pray the way The Lord’s Prayer does.
Grab a copy of our PRAY FIRST guide.
Grab Pray First: The Transformative Power of a Life Built on Prayer by
Pastor Chris Hodges.



Pastor Mike shared that there are so many different names for God that we
can use in prayer (Jehovah Rapha (healer), Rohi (Shepherd), Shalom (My
Peace, etc.) If you always open your prayer the same way, find a new name
for God and focus your prayer time around that change.

Closing Prayer
God, we’re thankful that you made it possible for us to be in relationship
with you. Thank you for the opportunity to spend time with you all day, every
day. Help us realize how precious of a gift prayer is and the importance of
using it. Thank you for bending over and lending us your ear, that when we
pray, you stop everything to be present with us. Lord, we acknowledge the
challenges that we’ve allowed to affect our prayer lives and repent of them.
Let nothing else take away our opportunity to spend time with you. We drop
those excuses today and pray for a reignited spirit of prayer. Help us make
prayer a top priority in making 2023 a God first year. Show us the spot or
location that we can dedicate for our God time. Reveal openings in our daily
lives where we can schedule time with you. Father, we know that if we don’t
make a plan, everything else will take precedence. Help us create strategies
for prayer that work for us. We want to grow in relationship with you, and
we know prayer will help with that. Help it become a lifestyle. We look
forward to all of the amazing things you’re going to speak to us and all of
the new things we’re going to learn from you as we lean into this new time
of prayer. Amen.



Sunday Sermon Review : Week of January 1st, 2023
Sermon Series : Pray First
Sermon : Building a “God First” Year
Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

Icebreaker

● How did you celebrate New Year’s Eve/Day?

Discussion Questions

Introduction

● Who or what do you consult when making decisions? What’s the first
thing that you do when you have to make a choice?

● Where do you think God wants to be first in your life? Is there
something you’ve been struggling to hand over to Him?

God First in Devotion

● What does your Bible reading look like now? How can you make it
better?

● What are your thoughts about fasting? Fasting is about denying
yourself for a season while devoting yourself to prayer and studying
of God’s Word and should be a normal part of our lives.

● In what ways do you struggle with prayer? How can we help you as a
group?

God First in Finances

● How we steward our money is a direct reflection on our heart towards
money and our heart towards God. How do you view money?

● What’s the difference between managers and stewards? Which one
do you identify with right now?

● What would it look like for you to put God first in your financial
decisions?



God First in Serving Others

● Do you have a “God heart” for others? Are you able to serve others
without grumbling? Why or why not?

● What is something that you’re really good at? How could that be
helpful to others?

● God’s plan is to use you as a blessing to others. How does that make
you feel?

Now What?
Encouragement: Make 2023 the year where God comes first. Let’s do a
reset and start seeking God first before we move. There’s nothing wrong
with having things, goals and dreams, but God’s heart has always been that
He is in first place in our lives. Decide to make God first and say yes to what
He is calling you to do.

Ask:
● Where do you need God first in your life in 2023? And are you willing

to pay the price it takes to put God first?

● Where do you need to deepen your devotion? Reading scripture,
prayer, fasting, church attendance, worship, journaling, small groups,
serving or something else?

● How can you put God first in your finances this year?

● How has God gifted you to be a gift to others?

Challenge:

● Commit to deepening your devotion in one of the areas mentioned
above during the 21 Days of Fasting for Hope.

● Find a Bible reading plan.

● Decide to get on a budget for the new year so you can steward your
resources well.



● Go through Next Steps and figure out how you can best serve others.

Closing Prayer
Lord, thank you for bringing us another new year. God, we’re believing in
You that this will be our best year so far because we’re inviting You back
into the beginning of everything again. This year will be a God First year.
Thank you for this message that reminded us that there’s nothing that
comes before You. This year, we’re committing to growing in our devotion.
We pray for rededicated, passionate prayer lives. Guide as we grow in
devotion to reading Your word. We trust you to be our true provider and to
help us refocus our finances so that we become good stewards of what
you provide for us. Lord, show us the way you’ve gifted us to be a benefit to
your Kingdom and to serve others. Lord, help us commit to making you first
not just in these areas of our lives, but in all parts of our lives. Whatever you
call us to do, we say yes. Thank you again for the best year yet. Amen.


