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The People in Darkness Have Seen Great Light! (Isaiah
9:2) 

Week of December 24, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

ICEBREAKER
W h a t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  a b o u t  C h r i s t m a s  f o r  y o u  t h i s  y e a r ?

Imagine Deep Darkness

Are you a pat ient  or  impat ient  person? Explain .

Have you ever imagined what the world was l ike before Jesus?

What was your l i fe  l ike before Jesus? 

Isa iah 9:6-7 l i s ts  some beaut i fu l  names Jesus as Wonderful

Counselor ,  Mighty God, Ever last ing Father ,  and Pr ince of  Peace.

Which of  these are your favor i te? What other names do you have

for Jesus? 

Not Just  an Ordinary Baby 

Do you struggle with seeing Jesus as God and as a man? Why or

why not?

Isaiah 7 : 14 names Jesus as “ Immanuel”  or  “Emmanuel ,”  which

means “God with us .”  What does Emmanuel  mean to you? How do

you see this  in your own l i fe? 

A Special  Kind of  Momma

“Mary,  Did You Know?” is  such a powerful  song! Do you think

Mary understood the greatness of  the cal l ing and favor God had

given her ,  to give bir th to Jesus? What helped her to accept i t?

What i f  i t  were you? 

Read Matthew 1 : 18-25.  What does this  passage tel l  you about

Joseph’s re lat ionship with God? How did i t  help him accept Jesus

as his  son?
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The BIG NIGHT in Heaven

Pastor Mike reminded us that  God came to us in the most  humble

way -  At  night ,  in a feeding trough,  as a baby,  born to a young,

unwed mother .  Why is  th is  so s igni f icant? What does this  teach you

about the character  of  Jesus? 

What helps you with wai t ing? Is  there something you’re wai t ing on

r ight  now? How are you deal ing with i t?

Talk about how i t  makes you feel  to know that  before the world was

even created,  God had a plan for  us .  He would save us and set  us

back as His  own people,  His  own special  possess ion!  

A Long,  Hard S i lent  Night

What has been your main reason to celebrate Chr is tmas up to now?

Jesus entered the world in one place,  on one night ,  once for  a l l

people.  He invi tes you and me to make that  announcement,  and to

tel l  the world about Him. We are the branding and messaging of

Chr is t .  How do you steward that? What could you do better? 

Even though Jesus came for  a l l  people,  He st i l l  refuses to force

Himsel f  on us .  He st i l l  shows up as He promised,  unassumingly,

humbly,  wai t ing for  you and me to ful ly welcome Him into our

hearts  and l ives!  Have you welcomed Him into your l i fe? Explain .



ACT ON IT

As you wrap up your Chr is tmas celebrat ions this  year ,  make t ime to
celebrate the bir th of  Jesus.  Create some t imes of  personal  worship this
week to thank the Lord for  enter ing your l i fe .  Cont inue helping with
disaster  re l ie f  and br ing hope,  joy,  love,  and peace to others in need
during this  t ime.  Invi te people to jo in your table this  season,  too!  

ASK

CHALLENGE

Before the coming of  Chr is t ,  the world was l iv ing in darkness .  People were
wait ing,  holding onto the prophet ic promises of  a Savior  to enter  the world.
And then one night  enters a baby boy,  born to a v i rgin mother in a
barnyard.  S leeping in a feeding trough,  God came to be with His  people,  to
be the br ight  l ight  our world so desperately needed.  The most  l i fe-
changing bir th of  a l l  was done in the most  humble way -  in one place,  one
t ime,  one night .  S i lent ly ,  our Savior  entered our world,  the world that
desperately needed His  arr ival .  Chr is tmas is  a l l  about Jesus.  Without Jesus,
Chr is tmas is  just  a day for  part ies and gi f ts ,  and without Jesus,  we st i l l  are
people walking in darkness in need of  a br ight  l ight .  Choose to make
Chris tmas al l  about Jesus this  year .  Celebrate His  bir th,  thank Him for
enter ing our world and your l i fe ,  and commit  to Him as Lord of  a l l .

ENCOURAGE

How did you celebrate Jesus this  Chr is tmas? How do you see “Emmanuel”
or “God with us” in your l i fe  now? With the coming of  Jesus,  hope has
arr ived,  peace has prevai led,  joy is  now here,  and love has come. Are you
lacking in any of  these? Is  there an area of  darkness in your l i fe  that  you
need Jesus to br ing l ight  into?

Pr
ay

er

God, we thank You for reminding us of  the real  reason for  Chr istmas.  Thank You
for enter ing our world to br ing us hope, joy,  love,  and peace.  Thank You for
br inging the l ight our world desperately needed then and now. Thank You for
helping us out of  the darkness.  Thank You for being Emmanuel  -  God with us.  You
came into our world in the most humble,  s i lent way.  We receive by fa i th the story
of Chr istmas.  As we wrap up Christmas celebrat ions and tradit ions,  let  us not
forget to celebrate You.  Let us not forget to give praise for  the arr ival  of  Chr ist ,
of  our Lord over a l l !  We praise You who had a plan to reconci le us back as Your
own even before the creat ion of  the world.  What a glor ious reminder of  how great
You are.  You come to us so humbly so we can boldly tel l  the world of  who You
are.  Without You,  we’re st i l l  a  people walk ing in darkness.  Help us surrender our
l ives to You as Lord of  a l l .  For those who have yet to know You, we pray they
come to know You, bel ieve in You,  and bel ieve in the story of  Chr istmas -  That
Jesus came, gave His  l i fe,  and ra ised from the dead to defeat death and conquer
s ins for  everyone -  the greatest  gi f t  we could ever receive.  Amen. 



Jesus Brings Joy In Times of Great Grief! (Luke 2:10-11) 
Week of December 17, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

ICEBREAKER
W h a t  i s  y o u r  s n a c k  o f  c h o i c e ?  

Introduct ion

Share how you’re celebrat ing Advent this  year or  any Advent

tradi t ions you’ve had in the past .  I f  th is  is  new to you,  what is

something you’d l ike to star t  doing to celebrate the arr ival  of

Jesus at  Chr is tmas?

Is  i t  easy for  you to choose joy? I f  not ,  what holds you back? How

can you be more conscious about act ively choosing joy?

Joy is  the choice to respond to l i fe  with an inner contentment and

sat is fact ion because we know God and we know God is  wi th us in

al l  th ings .  What reminders do you have that  God is  walk ing with

you in the midst  of  mourning and gr ief?

Five c l in ical  s tages of  gr ief ,  according to counsel ing world:  

Denial1 .

Anger2.

Bargaining3.

Depress ion4.

Acceptance5.

Pastor  Mike ident i f ied the 5 c l in ical  s tages of  gr ief .  Think of  a t ime

when you went through gr ief .  Were you present ly aware of  those

stages when you were going through them?

How do these stages look di f ferent  in the body of  Chr is t?
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How can knowing these stages equip you to help someone else

going through gr ief?

Six s tages of  gr ief  that  God can use to point  us towards Him (according

to Pastor  Rick Warren) :  

Shock1 .

Sorrow2.

Struggle3.

Surrender 4 .

Sanct i f icat ion5.

Service6.

Rick Warren l is ts  the 6 stages of  gr ief .  Do these better  equip you to

understand your own process or  even better  help someone else?

Have you truly exper ienced sorrow from your spir i t?  Do you truly

bel ieve that  Jesus can ident i fy with your sorrow? 

Learning to accept that  pain has occurred and we can move forward

with God, that  is  the only pathway to peace,  and that  is  choosing

joy in spi te of  pain.  Why is  i t  important  for  us to surrender? 

Sanct i f icat ion is  a process that  sets  us apart ,  where the Lord star ts

turning our pain into purpose.  God uses our gr ief  to shape us to

br ing bless ings to others .  How does hear ing Pastor Mike’s

explanat ion on sanct i f icat ion give l ight  to your pain in hard

si tuat ions? 

When is  a t ime when God used pain you went through and turned i t

into something good? Could you see the growth in your or  others

af terwards?

What things have you surrendered to God that  he has used for  your

sanct i f icat ion and to serve other people? 

Are you stuck in any of  these steps and have not reached the point

of  service? Can you ident i fy what is  keeping you stuck in that  spot?



Do you al low other people to help you through these stages of

gr ief?

Shar ing your test imony is  choosing joy in gr ief .  Not just  accept ing

and surrender ing to your pain points ,  but  this  a l lows you to give

your gr ief  to God, and to give your growth to others .  What gr ief

have you not surrendered?

Three Ti t les Given to Jesus

Jesus Our Savior1 .

Jesus the Chr is t2 .

Jesus Our Lord3.

Share a t ime when you can ref lect  on God’s fa i thfulness in your l i fe? 

We love the idea of  God’s salvat ion and forgiveness,  but  do you

struggle with a l lowing him to rule over your l i fe? 

 



ACT ON IT

As we’re going into the last  shopping week before Chr is tmas,  be
intent ional  about taking t ime to worship and give praise to God, even in
the smal l  moments .

ASK

CHALLENGE

In t imes of  great  t ragedy,  i t  can be very di f f icul t  to ta lk about joy,
especial ly i f  we see joy as a s ign of  happiness .  But  joy is  deeper than that .
I f  we star t  seeing joy as a Frui t  of  the Spir i t ,  we can choose to have joy in
painful  t imes because of  our assurance,  t rust ,  and conf idence that  the Lord
is  walk ing through i t  wi th us .  We can give our gr ief  to God and al low Him
to turn our pain into purpose.  Pain and gr ief  are inevi table,  but  with the
Lord,  we can look forward with hope that  He wi l l  help us process our hurts
in a heal thy and holy way.  Choosing joy al lows us to give our gr ief  to God
and give our growth to others .  God is  here to be with us,  to l ive with us,  to
walk with us,  to be ins ide of  us,  and to empower us to l ive for  Him. What a
great  g i f t  that  we get  to have dur ing this  season!

ENCOURAGE

What are you gr ieving r ight  now? What s tage (both c l in ical  and spir i tual )
do you think you’re in now? What do you need to walk through that  s tage
in a heal thy way? How can the Lord use your pain for  purpose? Would you
al low Him? Have you truly received the gi f t  of  Jesus in your l i fe? Is  there
someone in your l i fe  gr ieving now? Being equipped with this  message,  how
do you plan to come alongside them?

Pr
ay

er

Lord,  we thank You for th is  message. Thank You for the reminder that we can st i l l
have joy in t imes that are beyond joyful .  Thank You for walk ing with us through al l
t imes,  both good and bad. As we cont inue to encounter hard t imes,  help us
process our gr ief  and walk through the di f ferent stages in healthy ways.  We don’t
want to get stuck in our gr ief ,  and i f  we’re deal ing with that now, help us move to
the next steps.  Help us surrender our pain to You,  Lord.  Help us see the hope on
the other s ide of  pain.  We don’t  want the temporary feel ing of  happiness but
rather inst i l l  in  us an ever last ing joy.  Bui ld within us an inter-contentment and
sat isfact ion that You are with us through i t  a l l .  We pray Your Word in Nehemiah
8:10,  that we be reminded that the joy of  the Lord is  our strength.  And for the
people in our l ives who are walk ing through gr ief ,  give us wisdom and
discernment to come alongside them and walk with them in their  di f f icult  t imes.
Give us the words we need to encourage and support  them and above al l ,  turn
them back to Chr ist .  Al l  of  th is ,  we surrender to You,  Amen. 



God is Our Refuge and Strength (Psalm 46) 
Week of December 10, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

ICEBREAKER
T a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h o s e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  n a t u r a l
d i s a s t e r .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  s h a r e  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  C h r i s t m a s  s o n g  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p .

Introduct ion

What makes you feel  safe and secure?

Take a moment to think about a l l  of  the things that  God is  to you,

then discuss i t  as a group.

Pastor Mike shared that  the help of  our God is  s t ronger than the

pain or cr is is  we face.  How do we walk that  out  and how do we

be an example of  that  to those around us? Especial ly dur ing this

t ime in Clarksvi l le?

God is  Our Refuge 

A “refuge” can be def ined as “a condit ion of  being safe or

shel tered f rom pursui t ,  danger,  or  t rouble.”  Where do you go

when you are being pursued,  in danger,  or  in t rouble? Why do

we turn anywhere else,  when God is  r ight  there al l  the t ime?  

What are some of  the ways that  you have sought refuge in,  other

than God? 

God is  our refuge!  He’s  our habi tat ion,  our hiding place,  our place

of  safety!  What are some ways you can be intent ional  and pursue

and run to Him?
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God is  Our Strength

The Bible says we bui ld up our fa i th through prayer and through

reading God’s word.  Read Jude 1 :21  and Romans 10 : 17 .  Talk about

how this  re lates to you,  consider ing the di f f icul t  th ings many of  us

are facing r ight  now.

What does i t  look l ike to pursue things in your s t rength versus

pursuing things with the strength of  God?

When you remember you are a chi ld of  God and that  He is  your

refuge and strength,  how does i t  a f fect  the way you look at

problems in your l i fe?

God is  an Ever Present Help

Think of  a t ime when l i fe was spinning out of  control .  What did you

need to help you regain control? How can you help someone else

whose l i fe  is  spinning out of  control  today?

God is  wi th us for  every high and low. Who in your l i fe  needs to

hear this  r ight  now? How can you be the one who tel ls  them?

How have you exper ienced God as an ever present help? 



ACT ON IT

Pray for  your c i ty and your church fami ly .  Give l ike crazy to the disaster
rel ie f  fund and ef forts  in place r ight  now. Go out and SERVE your c i ty!  Can
you bake? Do you have a chainsaw? Are you good at  mobi l iz ing groups of
people? You can get  involved with disaster  re l ie f  ef forts  today by going to
l i fepointchurch. tv/disasterrel ie f .

ASK

CHALLENGE

We’re not meant to handle the problems of  l i fe  in our s t rength and
capaci t ies .  The help of  God is  s t ronger than any cr is is  we face.  The help of
God is  greater  than the pain of  th is  world.  When you are threatened or in
distress or  when your l i fe  fa l ls  apart ,  seek God as your refuge.  You can run
to and hide in God, your refuge.  When you feel  anxiety,  hopelessness,
fear ,  or  shame, run to and hide in your refuge.  Make the Lord your safe
place.  When you are weak,  He is  s t rong.  When you are honest  in your
struggles,  God is  fa i thful  in His  provis ion.  Whatever you’re navigat ing at
this  moment,  remember that  He is  our very present helper ,  and because of
that ,  we wi l l  not  be fear ful .  Trust  that  God is  s t i l l  our Good God, refuge,
and strength.

ENCOURAGE

Up unt i l  today,  how have you been seeking refuge? What has been your
safe place? What does i t  look l ike for  you to seek refuge in the Lord? How
can you come alongside someone who is  s t ruggl ing with this? 

Pr
ay

er God, thank You for being our refuge and our strength dur ing this  t ime. We don’t
know what’s  headed our way,  but what we do know is  that You’re ever present
with us.  You are our refuge,  You are our strength,  You are our ever present help
in t imes of  need. We’re seeking You for our safety,  our peace,  and our provis ion.
Equip us to stand up against  the problems of  l i fe.  Give us strength when we feel
weak.  Protect us.  Quiet our thoughts and worr ies.  Take them and replace them
with fa i th and trust .  Use us to help remind others of  Your goodness,  strength,  and
presence.  Use us as conduits  of  Your love and helping hand dur ing this  t ime.
However You have gi fted us,  we want to use those gi fts  to help others exper ience
Your love.  Thank You for hear ing our prayers.  Thank You for us ing us to spread
Your glory.  We place i t  a l l  in  Your hands.  Amen. 



Stay Awake with Hope
Week of December 3, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

ICEBREAKER
A p p l e  o r  A n d r o i d ?

Introduct ion

Pastor Mike shared that  the ancient  v iew of  hope is  better

understood as “ ful l  dependence and assurance on something that

is  yet  to happen.”  What did hope mean to you before hear ing

today’s  message?

Read Ti tus 2 : 1 1 - 14 .  How does God’s grace t ra in us? How has i t

t ra ined you?

Our World Needs Hope 

What are some of  the ways that  you see hopelessness in our

world?

How does the hope of  Chr is t  fo l lowers di f fer  f rom the hope of  the

world?

Who do you take your honest  quest ions to? Do they help point

you back to God?

Read James 1 :2-4 .  What does joy mean to you? Share some

pract ical  ways that  you use or have used in the past  to f ind joy in

a t r ia l .

What areas of  your l i fe  have matured because of  the di f f icul t ies

you’ve walked through this  year?
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Jesus is  the Hope of  the World

Matthew 1 :23 cal ls  Jesus “Emmanuel” ,  which means “God with us .”

So where do you search for  hope when things are hard? Does that

al ign with “Emmanuel”?  

When you’re st ruggl ing,  how do you remind yoursel f  of  the hope of

Jesus? 

What do you tel l  your non-bel ieving f r iends when they’re in pain? 

L ive Ready for  Hope to Return

What are some pract ical  ways that  you l ive ready for  hope to return

now? 

How to Stay Awake:  

Bui ld a sol id devot ion l i fe1 .

Commit  to the Lord’s  Church2.

Repent f rom Dead Works and Sin3.

L ive Out God’s Miss ions on Earth 4 .

Share the ef fect  that  one of  these four areas have impacted your l i fe

the most .   

Which area(s)  do you need to work on in order to stay awake?

Read Mark 13 :32-36.  We don’t  know when Jesus wi l l  return,  but  we

are cal led to hope for  His  return and l ive ready for  his  imminent

return.  Are you ready?



ACT ON IT

Start  bui ld ing a sol id devot ion l i fe  through prayer,  reading your Bible,
worship,  fast ing and l iv ing ful ly surrendered.  Commit  to the Lord’s  Church
and take your next  s tep in at tending,  serving,  g iv ing and leading.  L ive as
the new creat ion in Chr is t  and repent f rom dead works and s in .  Star t  l iv ing
out God’s miss ion on earth by witness ing to others ,  invi t ing people to jo in
you and shar ing the Good News.

ASK

CHALLENGE

We’re so thankful  that  the f i rs t  theme of  Advent that  we get  to dive into is
hope! Our world needs i t !  People spend so much t ime and energy putt ing
their  hope in a l l  sorts  of  th ings because they are desperate for  something
to hold onto and bel ieve in .  Our world needs to know that  there is  only
one true source of  blessed hope:  Jesus Chr is t .  In a broken world,  pain is  a
part  of  our real i ty .  But  we don’t  have to give in to that  pain.  We can have
joy in chaos because our Lord walks with us through our pain.  No matter
how hard i t  gets ,  our hope is  the person,  work,  minist ry and
l i fe/death/resurrect ion of  Jesus.  And because of  that ,  we know and trust
that  Jesus wi l l  be coming back for  us again,  even though we don’t  know
when.  Don’t  get  caught s leeping at  the return of  Jesus.  Stay awake!

ENCOURAGE

What are you hoping for  r ight  now? What is  holding your hope hostage?
What honest  quest ions are you struggl ing with? Have you asked them to
God? What is  God producing in you this  year? Are you l iv ing ready for
Jesus?

Pr
ay

er Lord,  thank You for Your Word.  We thank You for the message of  the Gospel .
Thank You for Jesus Chr ist ,  our Blessed Hope, who makes i t  poss ible for  us to l ive
redeemed and transformed l ives.  Thank You Jesus for  dying for  us and ra is ing
from the dead so that we can have new l ives,  eternal  l ives and eternal  l iv ing here
on earth now. You are our Blessed Hope, nothing else compares.  We repent of  the
temporary things in which we’ve been searching for  hope because we now know
they’ l l  never last ,  but You wi l l .  Whi le we wait  on our Blessed Hope to return,  help
us be on f i re for  th ings of  God. Make us zealous for  good works.  Make us
pass ionate about the things of  God. Empower us with Your Holy Spir i t  to l ive
ready for  You each and every day.  We thank You and we praise You.  Amen. 


