


INTRODUCTION

Pastor  Mike broke down the culture  of  Ephesus  dur ing the t ime that

Timothy was  there  pastor ing.  I t  was  very  broken and godless .  Then he gave

encouragement ,  that  even in that  extreme environment  God sent  the

Church to  reach those  that  were  lost .  I s  there  somebody that  God reached

that  you thought  was  too far  f rom gone?  

GOD GIVES US GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE.V.1-2

Read 1  Tim.  1 :1-2 .  Pastor  Mike gave us  the bibl ica l  def ini t ion of  Grace,  Mercy

and Peace.  

  Grace from God  -  thi s  i s  the  POWER that  God g ives  to  l ive  for  Him.

  Mercy from God  -  thi s  i s  the  PARDON that  God g ives  when we mess  up.

  Peace from God  -  thi s  i s  the  PRESENCE and PEACE that  God g ives  to  us .

What  are  some misconcept ions  that  you have had in  the past  about  God’s

grace  and mercy?  

Have you found yourse l f  more  of ten asking for  God's  mercy  (His  pardon)

rather  than seeking God’s  Grace (His  power)  to  serve  him wel l ?  
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ICEBREAKER
IF  GRACE,  MERCY, AND PEACE WERE A 3

COURSE MEAL,  WHAT ORDER WOULD THEY
BE? WHICH ONE WOULD BE THE APPETIZER,

THE MAIN MEAL,  AND THE DESSERT?



WE WILL STAY FOCUSED AND STAY FAITHFUL– V.3-7

Read 1 Tim. 1:3-5  Pastor  Mike s tated “ i f  i t ’ s  caus ing me to  loose  my

peace…my focus  on Jesus… or  caus ing divi s ion in  the Body of  Chri s t ,  i t ’ s

not  what  I  want  to  spend my energies  on.”  

Do you take your  t ime to  real ly  measure  what  you are  a l lowing to

inf luence your  theology?  How?

Pastor  Mike real ly  encouraged us  to  have a  Godly  mentor  in  our  l i fe .

Share  a  t ime or  season in  your  l i fe  where  you have had a  mentor  or  have

been a  mentor  s imi lar  to  the Paul  and Timothy Relat ionship .

Read 1 Tim. 1:6-7  Pastor  Mike made the di s t inct ion between LOOSING

your  sa lvat ion and WALKING AWAY from your  sa lvat ion.

Has  there  ever  been a  t ime in  your  l i fe  where  you fe l t  you walked away

from your  fa i th?  How did  you come back into  re lat ionship  with Chri s t ?

THE WORD IS OUR GUARDRAIL WITH GOD – V.8-11

Read 1  Tim.  1 :8-11 The law i sn ’ t  for  the  lawful  i t  i s  for  the  lawless .  

As  a  bel iever  are  there  part s  o f  the  “Law” (the 10 Commandments)  that

are  hard/easy  for  you?

Is  fo l lowing the “ law” more  of  a  heart  thing (natural)  or  a  head thing

(checkl i s t)  for  you?  

What  are  your  thoughts  on Pastor  Mike ’ s  breakdown and progress ion of

the 3  postures  o f  s in?

Lawless  and Disobedient  -  I ’m not  wi l l ing  to  fo l low the rules  

Ungodly  and Sinners  -  I ’m not  wi l l ing  to  fo l low God,  I ’m my own god.

Unholy  and Profane -  I ’m evi l ,  inspi red by  the devi l ,  fu l l  o f  evi l  and f lesh.   



ACT ON IT

I f  God can move in  a  c i ty  l ike  ancient  Ephesus—ful l  o f  confus ion,  idolatry ,
and darkness—He can move in  any place ,  including our  l ives ,  famil ies ,  and
communit ies .  Don’t  ever  think that  someone i s  too far  f rom God to  change.
Keep praying,  keep t rust ing ,  because  nothing i s  too hard for  God!  Let ’ s
remember  that  we are  cal led  to  teach and l ive  out  the t ruth of  the  Gospel ,  to
keep our  eyes  on Jesus ,  and to  s tay  rooted in  His  Word.  Li fe  can pul l  us  in
many di rect ions ,  but  i f  we remain focused on Jesus—His  grace ,  mercy ,  and
peace—we can l ive  l ives  that  honor  Him and make a  real  d i f ference in  the
world  around us .  

ENCOURAGE

Will  you l ive  your  l i fe  with Fai th in  the Gospel  o f  Jesus ,  with
conf idence in  the Word of  God,  with focus  on Jesus  in  every  area  of
your  l i fe?  Wil l  you walk  in  the grace  of  God –  the Power  of  God?  When
you make mistakes  and misa l ign f rom God,  wi l l  you seek the mercy  of
God –  and NOT try  to  compromise  and change God’s  des i re  for  you?
Wil l  you know the Lord and focus  on Jesus ,  and f ind the peace  of  God
that  comes  f rom a  l i fe  under  Jesus?

The church in  Ephesus  was  c lear ly  v iolat ing  many of  the  laws  of  God.  We
chal lenge you today to  take a  deeper  look into  the 10 Commandments .
Spend some t ime with the Holy  Spir i t  and ask  Him to  reveal  what  area  of
your  l i fe  i s  fa l l ing  short  in  the laws  God la id  out  for  us .  What  next  s tep are
you going to  take to  turn that  area  of  your  l i fe  around and fo l low God’s  wi l l
for  your  l i fe?

ASK

CHALLENGE

Dear Lord,  we pray that  you al low the Holy Spir i t  to  guide our
steps and keep us in l ine with the grace you have g iven us.
Please provide your mercy when we don’t  get  i t  r ight .  Give us
peace and hope as  we l ive by your guidance establ ished through
the word of  God.  May we forever be in your grace,  mercy,  and
peace.  -  Amen
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