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Imagine i f  Jesus came into your home Sunday morning and said,

“Hey,  you wanna hang out?” Would you say,  “Um, I  have to go to

church?” Or,  would you rejoice in the t ime you get to spend with

Him? What i f  He showed up Monday morning and you were late for

work?

Were there any work ethic statements your parents told you when

you were growing up? For example,  “work hard and you’ l l  succeed,”

“the world is  your oyster,” etc.

What was your “Papa John’s” job? How did i t  help you become the

person you are today?

What’s  the most humbl ing thing you’ve had to go through in order to

pay your bi l ls?

Why do you think we revert  to try ing to EARN a l i fe with God,

instead of  s imply l iv ing our l i fe FOR God?

Paul  was writ ing from a dungeon pr ison in Rome, f inding this  down-

t ime as a reason to write and pour into the Churches he planted.  Do

you know anyone who would do the same when faced with extreme

advers i ty? What do you need to do to be more l ike Paul? 

Introduct ion

Watch Who You Fol low (v.  1-3)  

WEEK OF AUGUST 6TH, 2023

W h i c h  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  S t a r  W a r s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  w h y ?  

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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The world is  fu l l  of  people teaching that you must keep certain

tradit ions i f  you’re going to fol low Jesus.  Theological ly ,  scholars  cal l

th is  the “Galat ian Heresy,” and i t  was the MAJOR reason Paul  wrote

the letter  of  Galat ians.  Where do you see this  st i l l  being a problem

for Chr ist ians today?

Was there a t ime in your l i fe when you had “dogs” in your l i fe? How

did you discover they were dogs and what did you do to get away

from them? 

What k inds of  Chr ist  centered guardrai ls  do you put in place in order

to avoid the inf luence of  these dogs,  evi ldoers,  and the rel igious in

your l i fe? (Food for thought… Who do you fol low in socia l  media?

Who do you al low to mentor you?)

Do you f ind more secur i ty  in your rel ig ious behaviors than with your

relat ionship with Jesus? Al l  of  us have some vers ion of  th is .  What can

you change in your own att i tude to s imply BE Christ ian and not worry

so much about doing Christ ian things?

What does “circumcis ion of  the heart” mean?

A chi ld can study everything i t  means to be a Soldier .  He can go to

the surplus store and buy a uni form. He can know every general ’s

name and batt le history.  He can have a fami ly  who al l  served

honorably in posit ions of  great power.  St i l l ,  i f  he doesn’t  ra ise his

own r ight hand and actual ly  jo in the Army, he wi l l  never be a Soldier .

He is  just  playing the part .  Are you a Soldier  in the Army of  God? Or,

are you just  playing the part?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

WEEK OF AUGUST 6TH, 2023
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Paul  was a TOP SHELF Jew. He was a ZEALOUS member of  the

Phar isees,  and was BLAMELESS in his  abi l i ty  to a lways “DO the

RIGHT THING!” And he was able to c l imb the socia l  ladder,  to

elevate in the rel igious society.  St i l l ,  he was sent to pr ison.  I t  would

be understandable to be mad at  God, but that’s  a tr ick of  the enemy.

Was there a t ime when you were angry at  God for your

circumstances? How did you resolve that? HAVE you resolved i t?

Sometimes we put TOO MUCH stock in what our resume says,  our

academic pedigree,  or  we try real ly  hard to pat ourselves on the

back for  doing and act ing r ight.  St i l l ,  NOTHING this  world has to

offer  has ANYTHING in comparison to KNOWING JESUS. What areas

of your l i fe do you put too much stock in what you have done? How

can you refocus yoursel f  to what God has done for you?

How do you descr ibe KNOWING God versus FOLLOWING God?

Are you the l iv ing example of  l i fe WITH God, or  are you ignor ing

God to focus on the negat iv i ty  of  the world around you.  What would

your chi ldren say is  t rue in this  regard?

How do we stay the course and fol low God’s word without l istening

to the echos of  the world ( f lesh)  or  leaning on our own

understanding?

Our Conf idence is  in Jesus,  NOT the "Flesh" (v .  4-8)

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

WEEK OF AUGUST 6TH, 2023
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Paul  says that everything we do to try to earn god’s love and

acceptance,  everything we do to prove our worth to God, everything

we do to try to get to God – is  rubbish.  In the or iginal  Greek,  i t ’s  a

pi le of  dung! Imagine everything you have ever had or pr iv i leges you

enjoyed in your l i fe.  Now, imagine i f  God took al l  of  that away.

Would you be bitter ,  or  would you see that as a bless ing l ike Paul

did? Why?

Our only value is  that Chr ist  died for  us.  Al l  of  our accompl ishments

and accolades have zero value in God’s eyes.  Would we l ive our l ives

dif ferent ly ,  str iv ing to please God with our act ions,  knowing He sees

it  as a steaming pi le of  rubbish?

What does i t  mean to “share His  suffer ings?” How does knowing this

change the way you think about your Chr ist ian walk? Is  i t  eas ier  or

harder knowing that fol lowing God wi l l  subject  you to persecut ion?

Why?

We are to become l ike Jesus.  What does that look l ike in your l i fe?

What is  something you can adjust  in yoursel f  in order to become

more l ike Jesus?

Walk with Jesus,  Exper ience a Dif ferent L i fe!  (v .  8-11)

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

WEEK OF AUGUST 6TH, 2023



Lord,  thank You for being the best  relat ionship we could ever have.  Thank
You for the direct  connect ion You created for us to be in r ight standing with
the One True God. Thank You that we don’t  have to earn our way to be c lose
to You because You know we never could.  Lord,  let  th is  be a reminder of  how
much You love us and care for  us.  Help us become white-hot pass ionate in
our fa i th.  Help us set  as ide old habits  and exper iences so we can focus on
growing the relat ionship that You want with us.  Give us discernment to know
who and what to fol low when i t  comes to our fa i th.  Help us steer c lear of  the
things that l ie  in wait  to tr ip us up on our journey with Chr ist .  Bui ld our
conf idence in You,  we want people to know we are honored to l ive l i fe with
Jesus as our Lord.  And as we cont inue to grow our l ives with You,  in Your
name, help us see our new l ives as a pr iv i lege,  not a burden.  With You,  we
can l ive in truth,  in conf idence,  and we can r ise above anything our crazy
world throws at  us.  Thank You.  Amen. 

Commit to growing your relat ionship with Jesus dur ing our 21 Days of
Prayer this  month.  Commit to spending t ime with the Lord in prayer so
you can grow your conf idence in Jesus.  Start  e l iminat ing some habits
and come up with some new, smal l  habits  you can start  putt ing in place
to grow your fa i th ( l i stening to worship music in the car ,  replacing a tv
show with The Chosen ser ies,  f inding a Chr ist ian book to read dur ing
breaks in the day) .  

ASK
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Society condit ions us to make connect ions between putt ing in work and
reaping benef i ts  and rewards.  But God doesn’t  fol low the norm. As
Christ  fol lowers,  we are cal led to l ive our l ives FROM our relat ionship
with Jesus,  not try and earn i t .  We don’t  have to rely on ourselves to
make us r ight with God because Jesus a lready made i t  poss ible for  us to
be r ight with God. Jesus made i t  poss ible for  us to have the most
precious relat ionship with the best  benef i ts  ever,  and al l  we have to do
is  say “Yes.” We get to l ive in relat ionship with the Lord.  We get to
experience a new and dif ferent l i fe stemming from our love of  Jesus.
Don’t  let  anyone or anything tel l  you otherwise.

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

What do you need to do di f ferent ly  f rom today on that wi l l  help you
change from “doing” Christ ianity to BEING a Chr ist ian? Do you read
your Bible,  go to church,  part ic ipate in a smal l  group, etc.  because you
HAVE to or because you WANT to? What is  your motivat ion?
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What is  something unexpected that God has used in your l i fe to

teach others about Him?

Ref lect  on this  statement:  Real  joy comes from our l ives being given

completely to Jesus!  Share how this  has been true in your l i fe.  

What inf luences ( in-person,  digita l ,  or  celebr it ies)  do you have in

your l i fe? Do they grow you in Jesus or pul l  you away?

From verses 19-20,  we learn that godly people love the Lord and

they genuinely care about others.  Do you choose the people in your

l i fe this  way? I f  not,  what determines i f  and who you let  into your

l i fe? 

Share the biggest,  godly inf luence(s )  in your l i fe and what makes

them that way.

Has God ever put someone in your l i fe that you didn’t  want but

ult imately needed? What made you real ize this? Was i t  in  the

moment or in hindsight? 

Share a t ime in your l i fe that God used someone in your l i fe for  your

good.

Do you feel  l ike the Lord wants to send you to someone? What have

you walked through that you can use to help someone else?

Introduct ion

 God Wil l  Send Good People into Your L i fe (v .  19-24)

God Uses the People He Sends You (v .  25-28)  

WEEK OF JULY 30TH, 2023

I f  y o u  c o u l d  o n l y  w e a r  o n e  t y p e  o f  s h o e s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  l i f e ,  w h a t
t y p e  o f  s h o e s  w o u l d  i t  b e ?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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How do your past  re lat ionships inf luence your current connect ions?

Who is  someone in your l i fe that you need to honor,  but you struggle

to do so? What would i t  look l ike to honor him/her l ike you honor the

Lord?

How do preferences or past  exper iences with leaders af fect  your

abi l i ty  to honor the ones God has sent you now? What would i t  look

l ike to receive them in the Lord with joy and honor them?

Honor the People God Puts in Your L i fe (v .  29-30)

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

WEEK OF JULY 30TH, 2023



Father,  thank You for showing us that we’re not meant to l ive our l ives on our
own. Thank You for being the example of  what i t  means to have meaningful
relat ionships and connect ions with people.  Thank You for the greatest
relat ionship of  a l l ,  Jesus Chr ist .  Because of  Chr ist ,  we get to do l i fe with You
and with people who love and care for  us.  Lord,  we know that l i fe is  better
when we surround ourselves with things and people who bui ld us up,
encourage us,  and only seek good for us.  Give us discernment when i t  comes
to the inf luences in our l ives and show us what we need to aff i rm and what we
need to reevaluate.  Thank You for the godly people You’ve brought into our
l ives.  Help us receive them with joy and show honor to them. Give us eyes to
see others as You see them. And through the power of  Your Holy Spir i t ,  help
us become godly people.  Help us l ive out this  charge You’ve given us.  Send
us to who and where You need us to go.  Use us as You need us.  We want to
be a bless ing and make Your Name known to everyone.  Amen.

Evaluate the people/ inf luences in your l i fe.  Ask God to show you how to
honor the ones that help you grow your fa i th and how to deal  with the
ones that don’t .  Show honor and grat i tude to the godly people in your
l i fe.  Say thanks,  take them out to lunch,  br ing them a coffee,  or  surpr ise
them with something nice.  Take your next step in gett ing connected to
others,  which could be committ ing/recommitt ing to your smal l  group,
start ing your own group, jo in ing a Dream Team, or inquir ing about a
program and ministry area you’ve been interested in jo in ing.  

ASK

CHALLENGE
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I t  was never God’s desire for  us to do l i fe on our own. He’s a lways
wanted us to be surrounded by good, godly people who could
encourage us,  upl i f t  us,  and grow us.  God wants people in our l ives that
bui ld us up and always point  us back to Jesus.  The people that God
sends you only want to see you do wel l ,  and you can trust  them because
they’re a part  of  what God wants to do for you.  Bel ieve that God wi l l
send you the best  godly inf luences.  He sends people to love you,
chal lenge you,  care for  you,  and to be cared for by you.  Let’s  welcome
the people He sends us with open arms.  Don’t  sett le for  less than God’s
best.

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

Do you know how to spot godly people? What would i t  look l ike for  you
to ful ly  welcome those godly people into your l i fe? How can you be a
godly inf luence to someone else? What about your l i fe makes others
conclude your concern for  Jesus and others is  genuine?
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What are some things that you cal l  “awesome”? 

What is  your default  att i tude about l i fe:  “ I  get to” or “I  have to”?

Why? 

When is  the last  t ime you ref lected on when you came to Chr ist?   

Are you afra id of  God? In what way(s )? 

What makes i t  hard for  you to have a relat ionship with God? What

are your thoughts about salvat ion? Was there anything from the

sermon that chal lenged that?

Are you growing in your salvat ion with awe, reverence,  and a deep

respect and devot ion to God? How are you di f ferent now from how

you were ear l ier  in your Chr ist ian walk?

What is  your motivat ion to fol low Jesus? Are you in awe? Are you

proud to l ive for  Jesus? 

Have you ever heard the saying,  “When the cat’s  away the mice wi l l

p lay?” Do you f ind yoursel f  having a hard t ime pract ic ing and

minding your act ions when you’re not in the presence of  God? How

do you keep from s lacking off  in your walk with God when no one is

looking?

The very God we want to please is  working within us,  f i l l ing you and

empowering you to l ive in a way that pleases Him. Where do you see

God working ins ide of  you to work for  His  good pleasure? Are you

truly asking God to work His  wi l l  in  you? 

Introduct ion

 Salvat ion is  to be L ived… Out Loud! (v .  12-13)

WEEK OF JUNE 11TH, 2023

I s  a  h o t  d o g  a  s a n d w i c h ?  W h y  o r  w h y  n o t ?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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What are you doing to work hard and show the results  of  your

salvat ion? What do people say about how you walk out your fa i th?

Phi l ippians 2:14-15 reads,  “Do al l  th ings without grumbl ing or

disput ing,  that you may be blameless and innocent,  chi ldren of  God

without blemish in the midst  of  a crooked and twisted generat ion.”

How are you doing in model ing this  at  home? At work? With fr iends?

Sometimes,  we’re tempted to grumble and complain about world

events,  pol i t ics ,  or  what our neighbor is  doing that we don’t  approve

of.  What things do you need to work on in YOUR l i fe in order to be a

more posit ive person and complain less?

Our world is  broken and real ly  messed up!  When the world gets

darker and darker,  Chr ist ians are to shine br ighter and br ighter for

Jesus!  How does one decide to l ive l ike chi ldren of  God in a godless

world and shine as br ight as the sun? What things distract  you from

that,  and what can you do to stay focused on God?

Pastor Mike quoted Matthew 5:14-16 and said,  “We are the l ight of

the world!  We are the salt  of  the Earth!  A dark world needs a br ight

church!  We choose joy when our world is  messed up,  so that they

may see the gospel  we bel ieve!” What’s  the role of  the Church,  to

shine br ighter? Where does the world need YOU to shine br ighter?

Christ ians are cal led to be a refuge of  hope. How are you walk ing

this  out? What do your habits  look l ike in support ing the Miss ion of

God? Who in your l i fe models this  for  you?

We are Invited to L ive Boldly for  Jesus!  (v .  14-16)

 

WEEK OF JUNE 11TH, 2023

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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Pastor Mike shared a story about a rol ler  coaster in Kings Is land

cal led the Fl ight of  Fear.  I t ’s  a wi ld r ide in the dark,  but because

you’re strapped into the car,  you’re safe and you can surv ive the r ide

in the dark.  Just  l ike when we hold fast  to the Word of  God when the

world is  dark and fast .  I f  your l i fe was a r ide at  an amusement park?

What would i t  be? Are you strapped in? What’s  hanging out?

Everyone is  pour ing their  l ives out for  something.  I f  your l i fe was

represented by a pie chart ,  where are you spending the most t ime? 

What do you think i t  takes for  someone to truly commit to a

relat ionship with God? What role can you play in that? 

What does “ l iv ing ful ly  devoted” mean to you? I f  you miss the mark,

do you think that sets you back? Why or why not?

When he wrote this  part  of  the Bible,  Paul  was in pr ison,  and he

knew that he would later  be executed for h is  fa i th.  Yet,  Paul  was so

wi l l ing to keep his  devot ion to Jesus,  and his  devot ion to serv ing

others because he knew that his  l i fe belonged to Jesus.  What would

our l ives be l ike i f  we al l  l ived l ike Paul ,  fu l ly  devoted to Jesus? What

makes i t  so easy to hold back our devot ion to God? 

Do you feel  l ike i t 's  an obl igat ion or a pr iv i lege to be a part  of  the

Church? What about having a relat ionship with God? Why?

When was the last  t ime you re-upped your commitment to Jesus? I f

you haven’t  in a whi le,  what are ways you can re-up your

commitment?

A Li fe Devoted is  Total ly  Worth I t !  (v .  17-18)

 

WEEK OF JUNE 11TH, 2023

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette



God, you are an awesome God. Thank you for  making us Your chi ldren.
Father,  we pray in awe and reverence of  You.  Lord,  You know the world we
l ive in and how easy i t  is  to take our eyes off  of  You.  Forgive us.  Help us to
l ive our l ives in awe of  You,  in reverence of  Your Name. Whatever's  standing
in the path to You,  remove i t .  Help us l ive every part  of  our l ives ref lect ing
our love for  You.  Help us be f i rm in procla iming that Jesus is  our motivat ion
for everything we do. I f  we’re standing on the fence,  move us c loser to
making the decis ion to l ive l ives fu l ly  devoted to Chr ist .  Give us boldness to
stand up for Chr ist  when everything else is  fa l l ing.  Make us shine br ighter
than ever before.  Remind us that a l i fe for  Chr ist  is  the best  l i fe,  not just  for
us but for  those around us as wel l .  Thank You for loving us.  Thank You for the
amazing Gospel  that we get to share with others.  Thank You for choosing us
f i rst .  Amen. 

Ref lect  on scr iptures that remind you of  your love of  God. Gather with
your fami ly  and/or smal l  group and take communion in remembrance of
the goodness of  God. Share the Gospel  with someone this  week.  And i f
you’re st i l l  seeking Jesus,  surround yoursel f  with people on f i re for  God.
Keep asking quest ions.  Keep reading and showing up.  Don’t  give up!  

ASK

CHALLENGE
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Pastor Mike encouraged us with the quote,  “A dark world needs a br ight
church.” The world has so much going on,  and i t ’s  easy to give in and
start  grumbl ing and complaining.  But Chr ist ians are cal led to do
something else.  When everything goes dark,  through the power of  His
Holy Spir i t ,  we can br ing people what they need: A refuge of  hope in
Christ .  We get to shine br ight and l ive l ike chi ldren of  God, which we
can only do when we're l iv ing in awe and reverence for  the Lord.  Our
closeness with Jesus helps us see the hope in whatever happens around
us.  Through our love for  Jesus and awe of  God, we can stand f i rm
against  negat iv i ty  and stand up for and with The One who makes a l l
th ings possible.  Jesus makes i t  poss ible to have l ight in the dark.  

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

What do you need to do to pr ior i t ize your relat ionship with the Lord?
Have you been l iv ing for  God out of  a relat ionship and love for  Jesus or
out of  re l ig ion and fear of  God? How do you show the results  of  your
salvat ion? What’s  standing in your way of  l iv ing ful ly  devoted to Jesus?
I f  you haven’t  yet,  what do you think wi l l  help you make the decis ion to
go "Al l  in" with Jesus? 
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Do you have a certa in interest  that could be considered an

obsess ion? Could i t  potent ia l ly  be damaging your relat ionship with

others and with God? Why or why not?

Share a t ime where you felt  l ike everything in your l i fe was spira l ing

out of  control .  Looking back,  how do you think God wanted you to

handle that?   

What are some of the things that you’re committed to

(Organizat ions,  causes,  sports  teams,  etc. )?  What makes you so

committed to them? 

What paral le ls  do you see between Phi l ippians 1:27 and 2:1-2? Why

do you think Paul  is  emphasiz ing unity so much? How does i t  apply to

our l ives today?

What’s  your f i rst  inst inct  in hard t imes? How do you al low the Holy

Spir i t  to help you? 

Have you ever been a part  of  a div ided church,  fami ly ,  or  workplace?

How did you handle i t?  How could have Jesus helped?

Is  there a speci f ic  area or c i rcumstance in which you f ind yoursel f

more tempted to be sel f ish? Explain.

Introduct ion

 Faith and Commitment to Jesus Unites Us (v .  1-2)

 

We Serve Others Because Jesus Served Others (v .  3-8)

WEEK OF JUNE 4TH, 2023

N o w  t h a t  i t ’ s  g e t t i n g  w a r m  o u t s i d e :  I c e  c r e a m  o r  f r o z e n  y o g u r t ?  W h y ?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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Where’s your heart  when i t  comes to serv ing others? Do you “have

to” or do you “get to”? Why?

Pastor Mike shared the fol lowing quote from Pastor Jordan Smal ley:

“Humil i ty  is  not just  th inking less of  yoursel f ,  i t ’s  th inking of

yoursel f ,  less!” What do you think about this? Does this  conf i rm or

chal lenge your idea of  humil i ty

We serve others because Jesus is  our model  servant.  He is  God, but

He emptied himself  of  that to serve.  How can we apply this  model  to

our l ives? Does i t  apply to a l l  areas of  our l ives or  just  some?

How would you explain “ l iv ing every day with knees bowed to Jesus”

to someone? 

What gets in the way of  keeping your focus centered on Jesus?

What do you do to remind yoursel f  that Jesus is  The Name above al l

names?

What areas of  your l i fe ref lect  that Jesus is  at  the center of  i t  a l l?

Are there any areas where you struggle to let  Jesus be the center?

Why or why not?

Jesus is  Lord,  Over Al l !  (v .  9-11)

 

WEEK OF JUNE 4TH, 2023

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette



Thank You,  Jesus,  for  being THE Name above al l  names.  Thank You for
model ing what i t  looks l ike to serve others in humil i ty .  Thank You for
emptying Yoursel f  to make more of  us.  Lord,  help us to l ive l ives that ref lect
relat ionship and c loseness with You.  Guard us against  the things that are
meant to upset and div ide us and help us seek unity in Your Name. Please
bring heal ing to the div is ions in our l ives.  May we become people who rejoice
in our love for  Chr ist  instead of  being swayed by things that don’t  matter.
Help us be Chr ist  inf luencers that bui ld the brand of  The Gospel .  Show us
where we need to grow in humil i ty ,  where we need to make less of  us for  the
good of others.  Give us hearts  of  serv ing and l ives of  serv itude.  Transform
our l ives and show us where we can make a di f ference for  the Kingdom. Move
us to grow closer to You and to others.  In Your Name, we pray.  Amen. 

Pray to be shown where Jesus is  NOT the center of  your l i fe and start
readjust ing.  What’s  one act  of  humil i ty  that you can do this  week for
someone? Do you need to start  serv ing others? Discover your ta lents in
our Next Steps c lass and join a Dream Team. 

ASK

CHALLENGE
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Because we’re human, we have the tendency to look for  th ings to center
our l ives around. We al l  have things that become the center of  our l ives:
Our jobs,  hobbies,  interests ,  and even addict ions.  But as Chr ist ians,  we
don’t  have to search for  the “next best  th ing” because we already have
it .  Jesus is  at  the center of  i t  a l l .  We don’t  have to be people who are
div ided due to di f ferences because we are united in Chr ist .  When we
center on Chr ist ,  we shi f t  our focus from ourselves and onto others.
When Jesus is  at  the center of  i t  a l l ,  serv ing is  a bless ing,  not a burden.
When we l ive with Jesus as the center of  everything,  we l ive everyday
with our knees bowed to Chr ist .  We can stand f i rm because Jesus
becomes The Name above any other name.

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

Around what is  your world current ly  revolv ing? Is  Jesus at  the center of
everything in your l i fe? Are you encouraged that you belong to Jesus?
Are you comforted from the love you have in Jesus? Are you thankful  for
your fe l lowship with the Holy Spir i t?  Is  your heart  tender to God and
compassionate for  others? What are you doing with that? 



ICEBREAKER

Do you let  God pour into a l l  areas of  your l i fe,  or  do you pick where

you al low him into your l i fe? Explain.  

Do you spend a lot  of  t ime wondering what your purpose is? Why do

you think that is? I f  you don’t  know what your purpose is ,  what would

help discover i t?

God can spend us as He wi l ls ,  because He wi l l  a lso be the one to

replenish and restore us.  When you’re worn out,  what restores you?  

Even though Paul  traveled so much and appeared in such diverse

areas on his  journeys,  he always was able to connect with others in

the name of Jesus Chr ist .  There is  so much value in being part  of  a

church community,  a lso known as a smal l  group. Who is  in your

circ le? Who is  fa i thful ly  praying for  you or wi l l ing to pray for  you?

Imagine the condit ions Paul  was l iv ing in whi le in pr ison.  He was able

to f ind opportunity in both the good and the bad. How? How would

you do in this  condit ion?

Paul  real ized that God sent Jesus to redeem and restore our

relat ionship with God the Father through his  death and resurrect ion,

and he also real ized that God in it iated this  process because he can’t

wait  to spend eternity with us.  How does that real izat ion make you

feel? Is  th is  easy or di f f icult  to accept?

Paul  bel ieved and recognized he belonged to Jesus.  What does that

mean? Does YOUR l i fe belong to Jesus? Why or why not? 

Introduct ion

 To Live is  Chr ist  and to Die is  Gain (v .  19-21)

WEEK OF MAY 28TH, 2023

A r e  y o u  a  h a l f  f u l l  o r  h a l f  e m p t y  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n ?  W h y  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  t h a t
i s ?

Speaker: Pastor Elmer Cañas Jr.
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What parts  of  your l i fe are you l iv ing for  yoursel f  and what parts  are

you l iv ing for  God? How do you turn i t  a l l  into l iv ing for  God?

When you pray,  do you truly bel ieve that God hears you? Do you

seek the Lord’s  voice or just  looking for  the answer you want? How

do you know?

Pastor Elmer shared the quote from Pastor Er in Smal ley,  “A l i fe l ived

for Chr ist  is  a l i fe a lways l ived on Kingdom ass ignment.” Are you

l iv ing on ass ignment with God al l  the t ime or only when you come to

church on Sunday?

Paul  conf ident ly  states that any t ime he had left  on earth (even the

t ime spent in that f i l thy pr ison)  would result  in good work,  f ru it fu l

labor -  for  God. He did not see the remainder of  h is  l i fe as wasted

t ime -  even i f  he was to spend i t  in pr ison. I f  you had to choose

between a comfortable l i fe of  luxury or a hard l i fe serv ing God,

which would you choose? Why?

Paul  was committed to the work of  Chr ist .  Share a t ime where you

were so committed to something you were doing for God, you chose

to commit to f in ishing i t  over your own comfort .

There are and wi l l  be many people in our l ives that wi l l  refuse to set

foot in a church bui lding,  and the only gospel  they wi l l  exper ience is

YOUR l i fe.  What wi l l  they see of  the Gospel  in YOU?

Companion to You (v .  22-26)

Speaker: Pastor Elmer Cañas Jr.

WEEK OF MAY 28TH, 2023
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We walk into work,  and we walk into school  -  and we al low these

environments to dictate the way we l ive our l ives.  We lose our

ident it ies,  We lose our peace,  We lose our joy,  We lose our ident i ty

as a chi ld of  God. Why do we let  our t i t les determine our ident i ty ,

instead of  remaining chi ldren of  God at  a l l  t imes?

Whi le we are stuck in our past ,  the enemy is  t ry ing to distract  us

from our future and what God has for  us.  What are you f ixated on in

your past  that is  a l lowing the enemy to,  use to,  keep your eyes off  of

your future and what God has for  you?

What is  a t ime when you thought of  how others would v iew you

before react ing to your feel ings?

When you feel  down, what do you do to change your att i tude so i t ’s

good for everyone? How do you keep from lett ing negat iv i ty  c loud

the way?

The root of  the Engl ish word of  “worthy” is  “worth” -  the value of

how much something real ly  matters.  Are you l iv ing your l i fe in a way

that ref lects how much the Gospel  tru ly  matters to you? I f  so,  that’s

great!  I f  not,  what can you change today to make everyone around

you know how much the Gospel  matters to you?

It ’s  one thing to say,  “ I  belong to Jesus.” But,  when our fa i th is  put

to the test ,  wi l l  you dare speak the name of Jesus? Wil l  you be bold

enough to trust  in God, to l ive your l i fe set  apart ,  to stand f i rm

against  the imposing culture,  and not give in or  compromise? How

wil l  you ask God to help you with this?

Live as Cit izens of  Heaven (v .  27-30)

Speaker: Pastor Elmer Cañas Jr.

WEEK OF MAY 28TH, 2023
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How can you respond to di f f icult  s i tuat ions in a Chr ist- l ike manner?

How can you not be int imidated by your enemy? Who gets v ictory in

those c i rcumstances? 

God has cal led us a l l  to make a di f ference.  How do we do that? 

In Daniel  3:16-18,  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and Abednego refused to bow

down to the statue bui l t  by King Nebuchadnezzar.  What are some

things you feel  are idols  in today’s  culture? How are you standing on

your convict ions?

I f  you don't  th ink you have idols ,  what keeps you out of  church?

What makes you “lose your rel ig ion”?

Speaker: Pastor Elmer Cañas Jr.

WEEK OF MAY 28TH, 2023



God, thank You for reminding us that we belong to You.  Thank You for
making us Your chi ldren,  for  loving us,  and for empowering us with Your
Spir i t .  Thank You for giv ing us purpose.  We’re blessed to be a part  of  the
plans that You have in store,  and we thank You for the rest ,  peace,  and
resources You’re going to br ing to us to make i t  happen. Help us stay
committed to the miss ion and to stand strong in the face of  advers i ty .  Use us
as You need us.  As we go about our day,  may we be reminded of  Pastor Er in
Smal ley’s  words:  “A l i fe l ived for  Chr ist  is  a l i fe a lways l ived on Kingdom
assignment.  Our l ives are not just  for  us,  but a lso for  the others around us.
Help us l ive l ives that make much of  the Gospel .  Be our strength,  br ing us
joy,  and give us conf idence to l ive l ives that scream, “I  am a chi ld of  God,” in
both good and bad t imes.  Give us the boldness to l ive l i fe fu l ly  devoted to
You. We ask a l l  of  th is  in Your glor ious name, Amen. 

“Preach the Gospel  at  a l l  t imes;  when necessary,  use words.” -  St .
Francis .  F ind a way to share the Gospel  with someone, whether i t 's
through act ions or in words.  Pray and ask the Lord how He wants to use
you this  week.  F ind your people that are wi l l ing to pray for  you and let
them. 

ASK

CHALLENGE
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No matter what stage of  l i fe we’re in,  we’re a l l  on a search for  our
purpose.  Paul  was dr iven by his  purpose to fu l f i l l  God’s plan in his  l i fe
and in the l ives of  those around him. Paul  had f igured out that God
chooses us to fu l f i l l  His  plan,  and as He spends us,  He wi l l  be the one to
replenish and restore us.  We are on ass ignment for  God. We belong to
Jesus.  That doesn’t  change. Paul ’s  c i rcumstances didn’t  sway him away
from his  purpose and neither should we. We are to l ive our l ives so the
others may know Christ ,  regardless of  where we’re at  in l i fe.  Above al l ,
we are chi ldren of  God. The c losest  some people wi l l  get to a church is
just  being in your presence.  Wi l l  they see Chr ist  in you? 

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

How do you think God wants to use you now? Are you wi l l ing to let  Him
have your l i fe to pour out? Do you struggle with community? What about
the power of  prayer? What would i t  look l ike for  you to “ l ive in Chr ist?”
What do you want others to learn about Chr ist  f rom the way you l ive
your l i fe? What things or att i tudes do you need to adjust  so others can
see Christ  in your l i fe? 
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How do you deal  with emotional  & physical  pain? (Lash out,  c lam up,

gossip about i t ,  etc. )

When was the last  t ime you praised God? For anything? 

How do YOU f ind joy,  despite the day-to-day frustrat ions of  your

l i fe? 

God has a much greater understanding of  what’s  good for us than we

do. How can we incorporate this  knowledge into our walks?

Share a t ime where you know it  was God who changed your plans.

Many of  us trust  in God and know that He has plans for  our l ives,  but

struggle with the real i ty  that i t  may include pain or be di f ferent than

what we want.  How do we rejoice in this? Or do you? 

James 1:2-4 tel ls  us that the outcome of tr ia ls  is  steadfastness or

assuredness that God is  fa i thful .  Even though we don’t  know the

outcome of our pain,  we do know that God is  with us through our

tr ia ls .  He has said He wi l l  never leave us nor forsake us.  Do you

bel ieve this? Do you accept i t?  Why or why not? 

How do you al low God to use the pain in your l i fe,  the speci f ic  pain

or tr ia ls  you’ve exper ienced, to minister  to and be the touchpoint for

someone’s heal ing? I f  you haven’t  had the opportunity,  how can you? 

Introduct ion

 God Can Give Purpose to Your Pain (v .  12-14)

WEEK OF MAY 21ST, 2023

W h a t  t r i v i a  c a t e g o r y  c o u l d  y o u  b e  c o u n t e d  o n  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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Of course Paul  was frustrated that people were preaching the gospel

inappropriately,  but he was a lso imprisoned and unable to confront

them so he chose to rejoice at  least  people were hear ing about

Jesus.  How can we apply this  in our l ives? 

L i fePoint  Church has 4 core bel iefs :  

We Bel ieve The Bible is  t rue 

Jesus is  God, and the only way of  sa lvat ion 

You must be born again 

You can l ive a Spir i t - f i l led/Spir i t - led l i fe 

Anything outs ide of  these issues takes our focus off  Jesus.  Do you

al low third-t ier  issues to surface and take the focus away from the

Gospel? How can you avoid this  in the future?

I f  you’ve accepted Christ  then you aren’t  going to lose your bond

with Jesus.  Does this  encourage you to preach the gospel  more

boldly? I f  not,  what hinders you from tel l ing people about Jesus?

The center point  of  th is  text  was that in every way,  we want our l ives

to procla im Jesus Chr ist .  Are you able to say this  with s incer i ty? I f

not,  why?

Phi l ippians 1:27 says “Whatever happens,  conduct yoursel f  in a

manner worthy of  the Gospel  of  Chr ist” What does this  verse look

l ike in your l i fe now? 

What things in your l i fe do you feel  convicted aren’t  worthy.  How can

you change this?

Jesus Chr ist  is  More Important than Anything (v .  15-18)

Let Our L ives Procla im Jesus!  (v .  18)

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette

WEEK OF MAY 21ST, 2023



Lord,  we rejoice in Your name! Thank You for a l l  of  your bless ings.  Thank You
for never leaving or forsaking us.  Thank You for being with us through i t  a l l .
Because of  You,  we can l i f t  our hands and rejoice through anything.  Help us
to remember that when t imes get hard,  You have a purpose.  Our pain can be
a bless ing to someone else.  Open our eyes to whatever You’re try ing to show
us and speak to us through our pain.  Help us make conscious choices toward
Your heart  and plans.  No matter what happens to us,  may i t  not separate us
from You and Your promises.  Remind us that in every c i rcumstance,  we are
cal led to l ive l ives that procla im Christ .  Let nothing in our l ives overshadow
Your goodness and fa i thfulness.  We want to rejoice and praise You in a l l  that
we are and in a l l  that  we do. In Jesus’  Name, Amen.

Touch people with joy this  week!  Give an extra smi le,  a hug, or  h i - f ive to
people that you greet.  Bui ld people up!  Speak some encouraging words
over them. Pray for  people in the moment.  Give generously.  Give your
t ime, t i the,  or  t ip your server real ly  wel l .  F ind a way to serve others,  no
str ings attached, and bless them. 

ASK

CHALLENGE
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Paul  was able to f ind joy and rejoice in the midst  of  everything he was
going through. No one l ikes pain and suffer ing,  especia l ly  when they’re
in the middle of  i t .  But what i f ,  the next t ime a problem ar ises,  we turn
our focus away from the pain and toward the One who is  fa i thful  and
trustworthy? When we’re connected to Jesus,  we get to choose joy.  And
when we have joy on the ins ide of  us,  we can rejoice in every
circumstance.  We can trust ,  bel ieve,  and accept that the Lord is  with us
through every tr ia l .  Choosing joy is  a lso choosing to conduct ourselves
in a manner worthy of  Chr ist .  Nothing should ever make us take our
focus off  of  Jesus.  Pain and suffer ing are normal  parts  of  l i fe,  but God
promises to be good to us.  Let’s  choose to be good for Him! 

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

Pastor Mike told us to speci f ical ly  ask the Lord -  Why this  happening?
What would i t  look l ike for  you to see the joy in your current
circumstances? How can your pain be a bless ing to others? Are you
wi l l ing to let  your pain bless others? How is  your love of  Chr ist  ref lected
in your day-to-day l i fe? 
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Joy is  something we can al l  recognize,  but i t ’s  somewhat hard to

def ine.  What do you think about when you hear the word "joy"?

What's  the di f ference between secular  (worldly)  joy and bibl ical  joy?

Joy is  part  of  the Chr ist ian exper ience,  and having joy is  something

we al l  desire!  So how do we do that? How do you choose joy? What

are some pract ical  steps we can fol low to choose joy?

We’ve al l  wr i tten letters to people we know and care for .  Imagine

being Paul ,  l iv ing in a pr ison and writ ing such a letter .  Would your

f i rst  sentence be to wish them God’s grace and peace? Would you be

asking for  help? Or,  what would i t  be? Why is  i t  so hard for  us to

care for  others more than we care for  ourselves?

The world may be crumbl ing down, but nothing can ever separate us

from the peace that comes from knowing God is  a lways with us.  How

would you feel  i f  you got an emai l  f rom The Lord promis ing the gi fts

of  His  Power and His Peace? How would that af fect  your bel ief  in

these promises? 

Def ine mercy and grace.  How does God’s grace and mercy look l ike

in your l i fe? Give an example.

Based on what you have exper ienced in your l i fe,  do you bel ieve

you’re st i l l  deserving of  God’s grace and mercy? Do you think these

obstacles are keeping you from being joyful  in l i fe?

Introduct ion

 Joy is  Part  of  God's Bless ings (v .  1-2)

WEEK OF MAY 14TH, 2023

W h i c h  d o  y o u  p r e f e r :  R o l l e r c o a s t e r  o r  a  b o u n c y  h o u s e ?  W h y ?

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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Romans 8.38-39 reads,  “For I  am sure that neither death nor l i fe,  nor

angels  nor rulers ,  nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,

nor height nor depth,  nor anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to

separate us f rom the love of  God in Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.” Do you

feel  l ike there is  something separat ing you from God’s love? What

l ies are making you bel ieve this?

What is  something that br ings you joy?

Part  of  bui lding a l i fe of  joy is  choosing to focus on others above

your own sel f .  Even i f  you’re focusing on great things in your l i fe,  i t ’s

st i l l  f leet ing and st i l l  better  to focus on others ahead of  yoursel f .

How could you focus on others more than your own needs in your

prayer t ime?

Joyful  people are sel f less people!  Joyful  people are others-focused

people!  Joyful  people bel ieve the best  in others!  Joyful  people

choose to see good and to speak bless ings on others!  Do you think

of yoursel f  as a joyful  person? Why or why not? What can you do to

be more joyful?

We should be praying for  others,  even i f  i t ’s  di f f icult ,  because i t ’ l l

br ing joy.  Does this  sound strange to you? When was a t ime that i t

was di f f icult  to pray for  someone, but once you did i t  brought an

unexpected joy? How did you feel/react?

It 's  worth not ing that Paul  keeps a good att i tude about this  church!

His  perspect ive is  r ight!  He doesn’t  h ighl ight the negat ive,  but keeps

his  focus on the good they have done! How can you remind yoursel f

to focus on the posit ive in the people of  your l i fe?

Prayer for  Others Br ings Joy (v .3-8)

WEEK OF MAY 14TH, 2023

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette
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What i f  we conducted our relat ionships in the same manner that Paul

did? To spread the gospel  and l i f t  others up.  What i f  we treated

these relat ionships l ike a ministry?

Your love may abound more and more – Love God, Love People in abundance

Your knowledge (may abound) – Know God’s Word and Wil l  in  abundance

Your discernment (may abound) – Discern God’s Wi l l  vs .  evi l  in  abundance 

You may approve what is  excel lent – Wisdom, Clar i ty ,  Godl iness

You may be pure – Blessed are the pure in heart  – L ive c lose to Jesus

You may be blameless for  the day of  Chr ist  –  We wi l l  be Judged! Be ready.

You may be f i l led with the fruit  of  Righteousness in Jesus Chr ist  –  Ful l

What addit ional ,  speci f ic  prayers would you add to this  l i st  for  your

t ime In prayer.

Can you pray for  others (even those you don’t  part icular ly  l ike)  l ike

Paul? What would make that easier? What wi l l  you do to make that

happen?

How do your preferences get in the way of  praying speci f ic  prayers

for people?

Pastor Mike chal lenged us to pray for  5-10 people each day for  the

next week.  What i f  you knew you were one of  the 5 people that were

being prayed for? What speci f ic  prayer would you want them to pray

for you?

Let God Hear Speci f ic  Prayers for  Others (v .  9-11)

Pastor Mike pointed out that Paul  was very speci f ic  h is  prayers,  and he

always prayed the fol lowing things each t ime: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

WEEK OF MAY 14TH, 2023

Speaker: Pastor Mike Burnette



Lord,  we thank You for the gi ft  of  joy!  Thank You for Your gi f t  of  grace that
helps us l ive for  You.  And we thank You for the gi ft  of  peace that a l lows us to
stand f i rm in You when everything around us is  unknown. We know that the
Apost le Paul  had i t  so much worse than we ever could,  but he kept his  joy.  He
didn’t  focus on what was happening outs ide of  h im because he was grounded
by The Spir i t  within him. Lord,  we ask for  the same. Help us to not dwel l  in
our c i rcumstances.  Help us give praise for  the posit ive things happening
around us.  Help us become joyful  people who are sel f less and always wi l l ing
to speak bless ings on others.  Show us who in our l ives we need to be praying
for and direct  us in how we can boldly and speci f ical ly  l i f t  them up in prayer.
We want to be people who overf low with joy in any c i rcumstance because of
our assurance in You.  We ask these things in Your precious name. Amen. 

For the next 7 days,  make a l ist  of  5-10 people each day to pray for .
These could be people you love,  people you don’t  care for  too much,
people who bless you,  or  people who stress you out.  Pick 5-10 new
people for  each day of  the week (a new 5-10 for  Monday,  a new 5-10 for
Tuesday,  etc. )  Pray very bold and speci f ic  prayers for  them, not against
them. Let God lead and bui ld your heart  for  these people and pray
scr ipture and promises over their  l ives.
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Paul  didn’t  let  h is  c i rcumstances affect  h is  joy.  In the face of  opposit ion,
he chose joy and wrote a letter  to a church as encouragement.  His
pass ion for  Jesus fueled his  commitment to joy,  and we need to fol low
his lead.  We get the bless ing of  God’s grace,  the power of  God in us
that helps us l ive for  God. God’s grace br ings us peace,  that God-
centered st i l lness that keeps us grounded no matter what.  God’s grace
coupled with peace al lows us to have joy at  a l l  t imes.  And i f  we’re going
to be joyful  people,  we have to shi f t  our focus from our woes and
choose to focus on others.  Sel f -pity wi l l  never give us joy.  Focus on the
posit ive in the people of  your l ives.  Pray consistent ly ,  boldly,  and
specif ical ly  for  others,  and God wi l l  grow your joy.

ENCOURAGE

ACT ON IT

What is  dictat ing your joy? What are some more pract ical  steps you can
take to choose joy? How do you feel  about praying for  others? What do
you need to set as ide to make i t  eas ier  to pray for  others?


